Laryngeal cancer in Colorado.
Previous studies of laryngeal cancer have shown a decrease in the male-to-female ratio and that the sex ratio in glottic tumors is higher than that for other laryngeal sites. The purpose of this study was to characterize and identify changes in the demographics, laryngeal site predilection, geographic distribution, trends in tumor stage at diagnosis, and surgical caseload distribution in Colorado. The Colorado Central Cancer Registry for the years 1979 to 1990 was reviewed for cases of laryngeal cancer. The data were analyzed using chi-square and gradient-in-proportions methods. One-thousand two-hundred sixty-five (1265) cases were identified with a male-to-female ratio of 4.3:1. There was a significant trend of an increasing proportion of cases attributable to women. Glottic carcinoma accounted for 50.1% of cases, with a male-to-female ratio of 7.6:1. The Denver metropolitan area accounted for 57% of all cases, which was not disproportionate to the population. From 1981 to 1990 there was a significant decrease in the proportion of stage I cases and an increase in stage II cases. The teaching hospitals associated with the University of Colorado were responsible for performing 44.5% of all surgery for laryngeal cancer. The results indicate that laryngeal cancer in Colorado shares similar epidemiologic characteristics to those reported in other studies. Of most concern is the increasing proportion of women with laryngeal cancer and the decrease in cases diagnosed at stage I.